
Schools and Libraries
Many people move to the County for the

quality of our public schools. Everyone

benefits from a well-educated community.

Since 1999, the County Council has

provided funding that reduced class size

to 15 students per teacher in first- and

second-grade reading classes. Recently, all-

day kindergarten was fully implemented.

Now, the Council has approved funds for

the first stage of middle school reform.

I oppose and will closely monitor the

decision by mcps to phase out the high-

school and middle-school Learning

Centers for special education students.

The decision eliminates a placement

option that is needed for some students. 

I hope that the School Board reconsiders.

Several local schools have seen or

soon will see classroom additions:

Gaithersburg HS; Fallsmead ES; Fields

Road ES; Travilah ES; Washington Grove

ES; and Watkins Mill ES. Richard Mont-

gomery HS and College Gardens ES are

being completely rebuilt. Gaithersburg

HS, Walter Johnson HS, and Farmland ES

are on schedule for their modernizations

and Redland MS and Ridgewood MS for

major renovations. Meadow Hall ES and

Thurgood Marshall ES will get gyms.

The Council continues to provide

strong support for Montgomery College,

which delivers high-quality education.

I advocated for the new Rockville

Library. It opened in Nov. 2006 with free,

ample parking. I am working for a major

expansion of Gaithersburg Library, and

am closely monitoring needs at Quince

Orchard Library and Twinbrook Library.

PHIL ANDREWS
Reports to Council District 3
Derwood, Gaithersburg, North Potomac, Rockville, Washington Grove

Dear Neighbor,
Our County’s public schools, libraries, police, fire and rescue

services, health and human services, and parks—among the

Nation’s best—are funded mainly with local tax dollars. Our

AAA bond rating saves tax dollars by reducing the cost of debt.

As chair of the County Council’s Public Safety Committee, 

I’ve worked hard to strengthen our public safety services.

Please see the inside and the back of this report for details.

As a graduate of our County’s public schools, as the son of a

retired County librarian, and as a member of the Education Com-

mittee, I appreciate how central excellent schools and libraries

are to our County’s success. Please see the update to the left.

As an elected o∞cial, my job is to advance the public interest.

To protect public and worker health, I led the tough battle for

our County’s Smoke-free Restaurant Law, the region’s first. To

help o≠set skyrocketing home assessments, I’ve championed

property tax relief, including the $613 credit adopted for FY08. 

To enable the County to catch up on infrastructure to relieve

clogged roads and schools, I’ve advocated for slower growth. 

To help ensure fiscal accountability, I led the successful fight 

to save the O∞ce of the Inspector General from elimination. 

It is an honor to represent you and I value hearing from you.

If I can be of assistance, please contact me at:

Phone: 240-777-7906
councilmember.andrews@montgomerycountymd.gov

visit: www.montgomerycountymd.gov



Property Tax Relief
It has been particularly important to

provide property tax relief in recent years

given record-setting increases in home

assessments which, if left unmitigated 

by tax relief, would have caused a major

hardship for many County residents,

especially for those on fixed incomes.

Since I initiated a resolution in 2004

to reduce the property tax rate, the

Council has cut the rate by 10% and

approved $950 in credits, including $613

for fy08. The Council has also expanded

eligibility for the “circuitbreaker” credit

that enables homeowners with incomes

below $60,000 and modest assets to

qualify for potentially substantial tax

credits. Call 1-800-944-7403 for details 

or go to www.montgomerycountymd.gov.

Improving Pedestrian and
Bicyclist Access and Safety
I have introduced legislation that would

require a pedestrian and bicyclist impact

statement as part of the approval process

for capital projects. The legislation,

which all of my Council colleagues are

co-sponsoring, should be in e≠ect by the

time the Council reviews the Capital

Improvements Program in early 2008.

Smoke-free Restaurants
To protect restaurant workers and

patrons from hazardous second-hand

smoke, I led the tough fight for the

County’s Smoke-free Restaurant Law,

which Big Tobacco and the Maryland

Restaurant Association fiercely opposed.

It’s passage and success helped pave the

way for the passage of smoke-free laws in

Rockville, Gaithersburg, Prince George’s

County, Washington D.C., Howard

County, and the MD General Assembly. 

Affordable Housing
The shortage of a≠ordable housing is a

serious problem. The County Council

approved an increase of $10 million in

the Housing Initiative Fund for fy08,

bringing the fund up to $30 million. The

fund leverages millions of dollars of addi-

tional public and private investment. 

I helped lead the e≠ort that preserved

157 a≠ordable units for ten years at the

Oakwood Apts. (now Archstone) in

Gaithersburg. I have publicly advocated

for fair treatment of the tenants of the

Broadstone Apts. in Gaithersburg, as the

potential replacement of Broadstone

with expensive townhomes looms.

It is imperative that we do everything

feasible to preserve a≠ordable housing.

The continued cutbacks in federal assis-

tance for a≠ordable housing make the

challenge more di∞cult. Avoiding the

loss of units due to buyouts from develop-

ers or from gentrification is crucial. It is

also critical that a≠ordable housing is

well-maintained and complies with code. 

If you rent and need information

about your rights, call the County’s

Housing Department at 240-777-3600.

Free Ride On for Seniors 
and People with Disabilities
To encourage transit use and assist many

needy individuals, I proposed the free

Ride On and Metrobus service for seniors

and people with disabilities that is in

e≠ect from 9:30 a.m.–3.00 p.m. weekdays.

Living Wages
The County has a strong interest in

ensuring that people providing services

on the public’s behalf are paid above the

poverty level, and above a level that often

results in high employee turnover and

lower quality service.

For three years, I fought to pass the

County’s Living Wage Law, which took

e≠ect July 1, 2003. The law covers most

County service contracts of $50,000 or

more with for-profit companies of 10 or

more employees. A credit is given for

employer-paid health insurance. The

living wage is adjusted each year to

match increases in the Consumer Price

Index. As of July 1, 2007, the wage will 

be $11.90/hour (about $24,000/yr). The

County’s Department of Procurement

monitors compliance with the law.

Prince George’s County used our law

as its model, and Maryland just became

the first state to require that employees

of state contractors be paid a living wage.

New and Continuing Initiatives

County Councilmember Phil Andrews

proposed the free Ride On and Metrobus

service for seniors and people with dis-

abilities that is in effect from 9:30–3 M–F.

In January 2008, it will expand to all hours. 

Councilmember Andrews, lead sponsor 

of the County’s Smoke-free Restaurant

Law—the region’s first—is joined by

Maryland and District of Columbia smoke-

free leaders as he releases sales tax data

for Montgomery County’s restaurant

industry. Revenues increased by more

than 23% in the first three years of the law,

which took effect Oct. 9, 2003. Rockville,

Gaithersburg, Takoma Park, Washington

D.C., Prince George’s, Howard, Charles,

and Talbot Counties, Baltimore City, and

the State of Maryland since have enacted

smoke-free laws.



A s chair of the Council’s Public

Safety Committee, I am often

asked about the County’s emer-

gency preparedness. After being briefed

and carefully reviewing the County’s

plans for emergencies, I am confident

that the County Government is well-

prepared for emergencies, whether they

are caused by weather, epidemics, or ter-

rorism. Extensive planning and test runs

have been done, and plans are regularly

updated. Our dedicated public safety and

public health personnel are among the

best-trained in the nation, and have

assisted other jurisdictions in dealing

with emergencies such as Katrina.

In an emergency, it is much
more likely that we will need
to shelter-in-place than to
evacuate. It is up to each 
of us to be prepared.

In an emergency, most of us would

likely shelter-in-place at our homes. The

most likely emergency is a loss of electric

power for a few days or longer from a

storm. Evacuations, however, may on

rare occasions be necessary. In 2006,

when it appeared the Lake Needwood

dam might fail after record-setting

rainfall, the County’s Department of

Homeland Security coordinated a quick

and e≠ective evacuation of 2,100 people. 

Given our location, terrorism is a

major concern. The County’s ability to

respond optimally requires a prepared,

cooperative public. Families need a pre-

arranged plan and meeting place if sepa-

rated and unable to communicate. Keep

contact numbers for doctors with you. 

To be notified quickly about emergen-

cies via email/phone/PDA, sign up for

Alert Montgomery at www.montgomery

countymd.gov. The County’s Advanced

Practice Center for Public Health Emer-

gency Preparedness and Response (part 

of HHS) recommends nine items to have

on hand to be ready to shelter-in-place 

in an emergency (you may want to clip

and post the Plan 9 items on the right).

Emergency Preparedness

1. Bottled Water One gallon a day 

per person for 3–5 days. Keep the water

in a dark cool place and replace it with

fresh water every six months.

2. Non-perishable Food 3–5 day

supply of food per person, including:

ready-to-eat canned meat, fruit and

vegetables; boxed or canned juices;

powdered milk and soup; crackers,

granola, trail mix.

3. Clothes One change of clothes and

footwear per person. Pack blankets, rain

gear and outerwear in case of cold or

inclement weather.

4. Medications Have three days worth

of any prescription medicines you’re on.

Check expiration date.

5. Bright Flashlight A lantern-style light

allows hands-free use. Don’t use candles;

they are a fire hazard. Remember to

stock up on batteries.

6. Manual Can Opener Buying items

with pull-top openings is a good idea.

7. Battery-powered Radio You’ll need

this to listen to the news and weather.

Have plenty of batteries on hand.

8. Hygiene Items Soap, toilet paper,

toothbrushes, etc.

9. First Aid Kit Pre-made kits are

available at most pharmacies and grocery

stores. Basics include non-prescription

medicines, antiseptic, bandages, and

gloves.

Plan 9: Nine items you need in an
emergency to shelter-in-place



Real Traffic Relief Must
Include Slower Growth
We need tra∞c relief now. We must slow

development until we catch up on infra-

structure, and we must focus spending on

cost-e≠ective road, transit, bikeway and

pedestrian improvements (such as the

dramatic improvements on Great Seneca

Hwy. at Muddy Branch Rd. and at Sam Eig

Hwy.); tra∞c management strategies

(such as clearing crashes and disabled cars

faster); and tra∞c reduction strategies

(such as carpooling and telecommuting).

To help address east-west congestion, 

I support widening Muncaster Mill Rd.

(cost: $100 million) and MD 28 and 198

from Georgia Ave. to U.S. 29 to two lanes

each way (cost: $250 million), rather than

building the multi-billion dollar icc .

Increased road capacity
should be used to relieve
traffic, not to enable more
development. The Council
needs to slow development
to catch up on infrastructure.

I have advocated for the Corridor

Cities Transitway, which would connect

Clarksburg, Germantown, Gaithersburg,

and Rockville to the Shady Grove Metro,

and the Purple Line to connect Bethesda

to Silver Spring. I’ve proposed free and

inexpensive bus service. In 2000, I cham-

pioned reducing the 14-day pass on Ride

On from $18 to $10. It remains $10 today.

The prior Council endorsed adding

more jobs than housing, which drives up

the cost of housing, and ended a tra∞c

test for new development. Both policies

worsen tra∞c and need to be reversed.

The Council and Executive oppose 

a second Potomac River crossing into

Montgomery County. If the icc is built,
there will be attempts to connect it to 
VA via a highway, which would cut
through neighborhoods or the Agricul-
tural Reserve. The County supports an

expanded crossing at Point of Rocks in

Frederick Co. It would be an alternative

for some tra∞c on i-270 heading south.

The ICC Toll Road: A Bad Deal 
The public was told that the Inter-County

Connector would “relieve gridlock for the

entire region” (Sept. 2002 “End Gridlock

Team” campaign mailing). 

The State Highway Admin.
found that the ICC wouldn’t
relieve traffic on I-270 or I-95
(IV-380, Final Environmental
Impact Statement (FEIS).

The State Highway Administration also

found that the icc would add tra∞c to the

Beltway in Montgomery Co. compared to

not building the icc (Environmental Con-

sequences, iv-352, feis at www.iccstudy.org). 

In a Washington Post story of July 13,

2005 (“More Intense Development Likely

With Md. Connector,” D1), Stewart J.

Greenebaum, president of a large o∞ce

and housing development company, said

“You’ll see development happen at 
a faster pace once the icc actually
happens.” Robert R. Harris, a land-use

lawyer whose clients include several

property owners with land near the icc,

said “they’ll be able to say there’s adequate

[roads to handle] more development.” 

With ICC tolls of $7 per day,
end-to-end ICC commuters
would pay more than $1,500
a year in tolls. High tolls
weren’t mentioned when the
ICC was sold to the public.

MD plans rush-hour icc tolls of $7.20

a day (20 cents/mile) in 2010 (see iv-350,

feis). Tolls on the PA (6 cents/mile) and

NJ (5 cents/mile) Turnpikes are far less.

The icc would undermine e≠orts to

address global warming and air pollu-

tion. If the icc is built, annual vehicle
miles traveled in the icc study area in
2030 would total 3.144 billion—539
million miles more than if the icc were
not built (see iv-385-386, feis). The icc

study area is bounded by i-495, i-270, 

Rt. 1,  and Gaithersburg east to Howard Co.

Transportation
1 Watkins Mill Rd. and I-270

New interchange with I-270
Status: In design.

2 Clopper Rd. (MD 117) from Quince
Orchard Rd. (MD 124) to Seneca Creek
State Park
Widen to add capacity
Status: In design

3 Clopper Rd. (MD 117) and Quince
Orchard Rd. (MD 124) intersection
Rebuilt to improve traffic flow
Status: Completed in 2005

4 Quince Orchard Rd. from Darnestown
Rd. to south of Horse Center Rd.
Multiple spot safety improvements,
including a sidewalk/bikepath
Status: To be completed in 2008

5 Great Seneca Hwy. at Muddy Branch
Rd. and Sam Eig Hwy.
Through and turning lanes added 
to increase capacity at intersections
Status: Completed in 2005

6 Travilah Rd. from Darnestown Rd. 
to Dufief Mill Rd.
Completely re-engineer road for
safety; add sidewalk/bikepath
Status: Construction scheduled 
to begin in 2007 and finish in 2008

7 Woodfield Rd. from Midcounty Hwy. 
to Airpark Dr.
Widen to add capacity
Status: In design

8 Shady Grove Rd. from Briardale Rd. 
to Muncaster Mill Rd.
Widened to 3 lanes each way
throughout; sidewalk constructed
Status: Completed in 2004 except
the noise walls, three of which are
funded for construction in 2007-08

9 Intercounty Connector from I-370 
to US Route 1 in Laurel
New six-lane toll road
Status: Construction pending; 
multiple lawsuits filed

10 Shady Grove Access Bike Path
Improve bicycle access to Metro
Status: To be constructed in 2008



Transportation and Smart Growth Matters
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The City, County and State projects
shown, all of which I have supported
except for the ICC toll road, are only
those in District 3 completed since
2005, or in design or under construc-
tion. To review all transportation
projects approved by the Council, visit
www.montgomerycountymd.gov, click
on the County Council, and click on the
County’s 10-year transportation plan.
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Major Transportation Projects in District 3

11

11 Redland Rd. from Crabbs Branch
Way to Baederwood Ln.
Improve traffic flow and add
hiker/biker path
Status: In design

12 Corridor Cities Transitway from
Clarksburg to Shady Grove Metro
Construct dedicated transitway
Status: In design but no funding
yet allocated for construction

16 Rockville Millennium Trail along
Norbeck Rd. (MD 28) east of
Veirs Mill Rd. (MD 586)
Improve hiker/biker safety
Status: Completed in 2005

17 Rockville Millennium Trail along
First St. extended and Wootton
Pkwy. between Veirs Mill Rd. and
Edmonston Dr.
Improve hiker/biker safety
Status: Completed in 2006

13 Muncaster Mill Rd. (MD 115) from
Redland Rd. to Norbeck Rd.
Safety improvements
Status: Completed in 2006

14 Rockville Trail Bridge along MD 28
(W. Montgomery Ave.) over I-270
Improve hiker/biker safety
Status: To be completed in 2007

15 Maryland Ave.
Extend to Rockville Town Center
Status: Completed in 2006



Public Safety
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Save an average of 15% to
20% on prescription drugs.
Call 240-777-1245 to get 
the County’s prescription 

drug discount card, 
or visit a County library 

or regional service center.

Councilmember Phil Andrews
Montgomery County Council
100 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850

Phone: 240-777-7906 Fax: 240-777-7989
councilmember.andrews@montgomerycountymd.gov
visit: www.montgomerycountymd.gov
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INSIDE: What you need to do to be prepared for
an emergency; and an update on traffic relief 

A s chair of the Council’s Public

Safety Committee, I work with

County Executive Ike Leggett,

my Council colleagues, and department

directors to strengthen public safety.

The work and workload of public

safety agencies is interconnected. Adding

police o∞cers increases arrests, which

increases inmates, which increases court

cases, which increases the need to trans-

port prisoners and provide court security.

County Police & Park Police
The Council has funded 89 additional

County police o∞cers in the past three

years, bringing the number of o∞cers to

1,200. The 30 o∞cers added this year will

be assigned to patrol. I led e≠orts that

added funds to move up the starting date

for a number of o∞cers. Our crime rate 

is low, but robberies rose 12% from 2005

to 2006. Reducing robberies is a priority. 

Speed cameras are now in use to

improve pedestrian safety near schools.

In response to a Council report, the

Park Police assigned more o∞cers to

patrol and to days when parks are busiest.

Fire and Rescue
To improve response times and the e≠ec-

tiveness of first responders due at a scene,

the Council approved the second phase of

four person sta∞ng—adding 36 fire and

rescue personnel—and a third “flex” unit

to bolster life support services. The Fire

and Rescue Service, which includes both

career personnel and hundreds of highly

trained, dedicated volunteers, responds to

more than 100,000 emergency calls each

year. 75% of the calls are medical/rescue.

The County is building new stations

in Clarksburg, Travilah and Germantown,

and stepping up fire code inspections of

residential high-rises. I wrote the laws

that require yearly inspections of schools

and fire sprinklers in all new homes.

Correction and Rehabilitation
The County’s Department of Correction

and Rehabilitation is doing remarkable

work, whether in pre-trial, mental health

screening, security operations, rehabilita-

tion, job training, pre-release or commu-

nity re-entry. Since most inmates in the

County jail will return to the commu-

nity, it is critical that they become pro-

ductive members of society. The Depart-

ment’s cutting-edge programs to reduce

recidivism are a model for the Nation.

Courts & State’s Attorney
The Circuit Court, which pioneered Drug

Court and Teen Court, faces a pressing

need for more space for courtrooms to

ensure that people get their day in court

within a reasonable time. A large annex

to the Judicial Center is being designed.

The Council has funded three prose-

cutors to focus on gang-related crime,

and has provided strong support for the

State’s Attorney’s domestic violence unit.

Sheriff
In addition to serving papers, providing

court security and transporting prison-

ers, the Sheri≠ does a superb job of coor-

dinating e≠orts to address domestic

violence, including working with mcpd,

Health and Human Services, and the

State’s Attorney to help victims.

Councilmember Phil Andrews, chair of the

Public Safety Committee, worked with

County Executive Ike Leggett to secure

Council approval of 30 new police officers,

and 36 firefighters for four-person staffing.


